
 

 

  
 
Welcome back to you all after what we 

hope was a very relaxing break for 

you and your families. From what the children 

have told me Santa managed to deliver all of his 

presents on time. It is nice to see the children 

returning to school looking so smart in their 

uniforms; they certainly have been eager to get 

back to normal this week. We are joined by four 

new pupils in Starfish Class and welcome back 

Nneka and Jude; we wish you all a very happy 

and enjoyable time in our school. 

 
 

Happy New Year to you all and a very 

warm welcome to all of our new pupils 

who will be joining St Francis for the first 

time this term. 

 

Attendance 
 Attendance is a huge concern for schools at 
the moment. Pressure is on from 
government and the local authority to 
improve attendance. Please ensure that 
your child attends school as often as 
possible. Please avoid taking term-time 
holidays, as they can no longer be 
authorised and you could leave yourself 
liable to a fine! Our attendance continues to 
fluctuate and there are still pupils staying 
away for occasional days for unacceptable 
reasons (birthday, siblings have an Inset 
day, etc). Some pupils regularly arrive late in 
school, which is also a concern. Registers 
are marked electronically these days and 
Attendance Officers can easily see patterns 
of absence and persistent latecomers. 
Please be aware that Attendance Officers 
may call at your home if your child is 
persistently late or absent! Please 
remember it is parent’s legal responsibility 
to let school know if your child is going to 
be absent for any reason. 

Catholic Pupil Profile   
 As a Catholic School in the 
Diocese of Menevia, we 
have embraced the 
Catholic Schools’ Pupil 
Profile, which teaches the 
children a set of eight pairs 
of virtues to be understood and nurtured - enabling 
them to grow in wholeness as fully rounded 
individuals in the image of God.  The pairs of virtues 
are: 
Grateful and generous 
Attentive and discerning 
Compassionate and loving 
Faith-filled and hopeful 
Eloquent and truthful 
Learned and wise 
Curious and active 
Intentional and prophetic 
They will change every half-term; this half-term the 
virtues ‘eloquent and truthful’ were introduced 
during Wednesday morning’s assembly by the faith 
ambassadors. They explained what they were and 
how we might evidence examples of both. Thank you 
to Frances and Amelia for doing such a good job. 

 



Pupil property 
Please could you label al items of clothing and footwear in order to help us match lost property with its 
owner? We constantly have bags full of items of clothing which has been left behind and are never 
reclaimed. If your child has lost anything please remind them to look in the lost property box. We still 
have some school shoes – mostly boys – available for children to have. These were kindly donated by 
Fr Paul and can be taken free of charge. Please ask at the school office if you would like to see them.  

TWITTER 
Class Twitter pages are regularly updated with comments on pupil achievement 

and activities. This is a great way of showcasing the talents of our pupils, and 
sharing work with other schools as well as parents.  

 Homework  
This is given out to help support your child’s 
learning in class. Sometimes spellings and times 
tables are part of the weekly expectation in the 
same way that reading is. Support at home greatly 
increases your child’s chances of succeeding in 
school and allows you an insight into what they are 
doing here. The Christmas holiday maths challenge 
has now closed and the winners will be announced 
in assembly next week. Thank you to everyone who 
took part. 

School links 
This term we will be continue our link with 
the Darwin Science team as we work on an 
environmental project along with the other 
Milford Haven schools. This will involve visits 
and school-based workshops and field trips 
to sites around the locality. We are very 
fortunate that LNG have funded this 
wonderful learning opportunity, which will 
mean that the trips will be free of charge. 
Skomer Class will take part in the first visit of 
the term on Friday 25th January. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
This takes place on Thursday 7th March this year. The focus this year will be Robert 
MacFarlane and Jackie Morris’ book ‘The Lost Words’, which was awarded the book of the 
Year at last year’s Hay Literary Festival. A copy of this book has been given free of charge to all 
schools in Pembrokeshire. Please see more information in the attached link. 
www.jackiemorris.co.uk/blog/book-list/the-lost-words-a-spell-of-words-by-robert-macfarlane/ 
Basically any nature themed dressing-up outfit will be acceptable on the day, but by looking at the book online 
you may get more inspiration! 
 
Foundtion Phase -  

 

Lunchtime and after-school clubs 

There is a new club timetable online from today which outlines the new clubs available.  Some of the 

clubs will be restricted in number due to staff:pupil ratios, but in most cases there will be availability 

next half-term for those who don’t get their first choice this term. 

Volunteers 

We now have a number of very regular volunteers who come in to school to work with the children or 

help out in different ways. We are always most grateful to anyone who has an hour or two to spare a 

week who would like to share a particular talent with us. We are always on the lookout for parents with 

a particular sporting talent! DBS checks will be necessary; please see Mrs Thomas in the office for 

more details. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THIS TERM 
JANUARY 
Friday 25th– Darwin Science trip for Skomer Class to Freshwater West. 
FEBRUARY  
Tuesday5th – Safer Internet day 
Friday 22nd – School Eisteddfod - BREAK UP FOR HALF-TERM 
MARCH 
Thursday 7th - World Book day 
Monday March 18th – wear green for St Patrick’s Day 
APRIL 
Friday 12th  – BREAK UP FOR EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Other dates will be communicated with you in the weekly newsletter as they occur throughout 
the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Francis Playgroup meet every Friday afternoon in school. This is for 

all pre-school children who would like to come along with 

Mum/Dad/Grandparents for a chance to meet, and play with, other 

children. You are all very welcome to come and join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


