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THE ANNUAL REPORT TO PARENTS 
A Word from the Chair 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
How quickly a year passes by again! We, the Governors take this opportunity to outline a summary of the responsibilities 
of the Governing Body in the discharge of their duties. Much of the life of the school, its statistics and achievements are 
listed in the report. The work of the Governing Body continues to operate mainly through the sub-committees. I, as chair, 
wish to thank my colleagues and staff for their support and commitment throughout the past year. The report also gives 
me the public forum to thank the Headteacher and the whole school staff for their unfailing dedication to the education 
of our children. With the restrictions brought about by Covid, our school staff have had to continually adapt their 
practices to suit the latest government and local authority directives. They have done this with dedication and good grace 
and always with the children at the centre of all that they do. I want to thank the members of our Friends for their 
untiring efforts in supporting the school in so many ways. Most sincerely, I thank you, our parents. Your co-operation in 
all that the school asks of you is gratifying. St. Francis School has a great future as we prepare for the New Curriculum for 
Wales, a school to be proud of, where every pupil is helped to achieve their full potential, for their own future and the 
future of our community. Working together - staff, parents, Governors and pupils - we can all face with enthusiasm the 
challenges which lie ahead. 

Mrs Joan Cole – Chair of Governors. 
    
 

 Staffing 
 We would like to congratulate Miss Mansfield on 

her appointment as the new headteacher of 
Mary Immaculate School in Haverfordwest. Miss 
Mansfield was with us for eight years and was 
instrumental in the school’s success during her 

time here. The deputy headteacher role is 
currently being shared between Mrs Bowen and 

Miss Gallagher. We also said farewell to Miss 
Cooper as she moved on to pastures new. We 

thank her for her dedicated service. Mrs Bowen 
will be taking a twelve-month sabbatical from the 

end of this term and returning in January 2023. 
 

The Schools Standards and Organisation 
(Wales) Act 2013 (The Act) removed the 
requirement for school governing bodies to 
hold an annual meeting with parents. Instead, 
new arrangements were introduced to enable 
parents to request up to 3 meetings in any 
school year with a governing body, on 
matters which are of concern to them. 
Further advice on how parents may to go 
about requesting a meeting with a governing 
body is available on the Welsh Government’s 
website at: 
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/13
0503-statutory-guidance-parents-meetings-
en-v2.pdf No meeting was requested last 
year, and therefore no action taken by the 
governing body.  
 

Who’s who on the Governing Body? 

Name Status Term of 
Office Expires 

Mrs J. Cole Chair 4.8.25 
Mr N. Turpin Vice-Chair 20.5.25 
Mr R. Colwill Local Authority 

Governor 
26.2.22 

Mrs J. McGuiness Foundation 
Governor 

8.11.24 

Mrs C. Bowen Foundation 
Governor 

19.2.22 

Mrs E. Allen Foundation 
Governor 

12.5.25 

Mrs S. Arnopp-
Rees 

Foundation 
Governor 

7.1.24 

Mr R. Kplomedo Foundation 
Governor 

13.9.25 

Mr G. Virgo Parent Governor  

Mrs. E. Howell Teacher Governor 17.3.25 

Cllr Mrs M.C. 
Stevens 

Community 
Governor 

3.3.24 
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New Ventures  
• During the school year 2020-21 we embarked upon our intergenerational project working 

closely with the residents of Canterbury House. Our pupils have been regular visitors, albeit 
from a distance. We have just delivered remembrance letters, artwork and poems for the 
second year running. This has been a great delight to the residents, many of whom remember 
wartime clearly. Miss Phillips has been working this term with the intergenerational group – 
‘Generation Unite’. She accompanied them to Canterbury House with a very full Harvest 
hamper which parents very generously donated items for. 

• We have set up a successful working relationship with other Catholic schools in West Wales to 
establish a regular timetable of school-led collective worship. It is inspiring to see how other 
schools deliver this and our pupils have enjoyed sharing their talents and inviting them to join 
our school’s collective worship.  

• This term we have engaged the skills of sports coach Mathew Lamb who works for Sports 
Pembrokeshire. Mathew has many years’ experience, particularly as a football coach. He will be 
with us every Wednesday afternoon for the forthcoming academic year and will also lead an 
after-schools sports club from 3.15 – 4.15 every Wednesday afternoon. 

 

School Ambassadors 
This term we have elected two new Super Ambassadors – (also 
known as Head Girl & Head Boy) Jude Abeysena and Melissa Mate. 
They will work on projects within school that enable all the pupils 
to know more about the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, what 
she does and how to get in touch with her office; letting children, 
teachers and parents know about children’s rights and the UNCRC, 
and undertaking projects for the Commissioner. The Faith 
Ambassadors – Jude, Celina-Akeelah, Cady and Cian - will share the 
half-termly virtues with the children in assemblies, introduce the 
Prayer of the Month and lead the classes in collective worship. Our 
new Sports Ambassadors are Zain, Alexis, Lewis, Zach, Kenny and 
Cian. They will be involved in helping to lead sporting activities in 
the school and working closely with Mr Lamb. 

Significant Visits and Visitors 
• We continue to be supported well by our local community services. We receive regular visits from our Schools’ 

Liaison Officer PC Jenny Thomas. She delivers police safety programmes on issues such a stranger danger, 
internet safety and substance misuse. She comments very favourably on pupils’ behaviour following her visits.  

• The Fire Brigade visit frequently to raise fire safety awareness. We have missed the visits to Crucial Crew and so 
were delighted when the Coastguards recently agreed to come in and present the importance of their work to 
our pupils. Such an important service in a community such as Milford Haven. 

• The trips to the Urdd centres in Llangrannog and Cardiff have not been able to take place for the past two years, 
but we are hoping that this will change for the current academic year. These are always very popular with the 
pupils and as well as cultural and academic advantages it also gives them the opportunity to interact with each 
other on a social level whilst continuing to develop their spoken Welsh. The trip to Cardiff allows them to see all 
the highlights of our wonderful capital city and enjoy all that it has to offer at a reasonable cost. 

• We continue to be involved with the Darwin Science Project. We have already taken part in a trip to Freshwater 
West Beach this term and Darwin staff have delivered workshops based on looking after the local environment.  

• We have continued to work closely with the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park and Park Ranger, Tom Bean, on 
the Roots Project. Dosbarth Ramsey had the opportunity to visit St Bride’s Bay and the secret Heritage Orchard 
where the children learned about the history of our coast and the variety of local fruits and even harvested and 
pressed apples. The children had a wonderful time and they were praised on how engaged they were throughout 
this special visit.  

 
Head Boy, Jude & Head Girl, 

Melissa 
2021-22 
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ATTENDANCE 
We remain diligent in working towards the local Authority’s target of 95%. This has been hugely affected by 
Covid and the lockdown periods, and our attendance rate is a reflection of this. Pupils being taken on holiday 
during term time are now recorded as unauthorised. We hope that you can arrange your holidays around the 
existing 175 days the school is closed through weekends and school holidays and help us support your child in 
achieving success in school. We continue to work with the Milford Haven cluster of schools’ attendance officer 
who will do all that she can to support families who find matters surrounding attendance difficult. 

 

Designed to Smile is a national Oral Health Improvement programme to improve 
the dental health of children in Wales. It is funded by the Welsh Government 
and was initially launched on the 30th January 2009. This involves the delivery 

of school-based tooth brushing programmes for children aged 3-7 helping 
establish good habits early on. Children aged 6-11 will receive a fissure sealant 

programme as well as preventative advice on how to look after their oral health. 
We have recommenced this this term and pupils in Starfish, Puffin and Dolphin 

classes brush their teeth twice daily. We have now received our gold certificate 
for the continuation of provision. Covid restrictions have changed how we 

supervise this and our staff are trained to supervise it safely. 
  

We did not report on the end of year attainments 
in July last year. They were suspended by Welsh 

Government due to the extensive lockdown 
periods. We are hoping that we will be back on 

track for next summer. We are providing catch-up 
intervention programmes for pupils whose 

progress has been significantly affected by Covid 
restrictions and steady progress is now being 

made.  

The first half of the autumn term ended very successfully with 
our Harvest Celebration Week. The pupils held harvest themed 
collective worship sessions throughout the week. A tremendous 
range of donated foodstuff was, as usual, sent into school. Miss 

Phillips worked with the Generations Unite group to make a 
lovely hamper for Canterbury House. The remaining produce 

was donated to the local PATCH group who will distribute it to 
those in need within our community. We look forward to 

returning to our pre-Covid practice of inviting our families into 
school to join us for a coffee morning. Many thanks to you all for 

your very generous donations.  

Copies of the Full 
Governors’ Report can be 

made available if 
required. Please give 

notice to Mrs Thomas in 
the school office. 
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Diolch yn Fawr! 
° To the Friends of St Francis whose tremendous fund-raising efforts have, since last year’s 

report, contributed to the cost of the forthcoming pantomime trip, purchase of equipment for the 
new Foundation Phase outdoor area and classroom resources. As well as raising so much 
money for all of these, they have provided some really enjoyable events for the children and 
parents alike.  

° To all of our wonderful parents who adapted to the trials and tribulations of the lockdown 
periods, embracing the home learning which was a first for us all. Your support and online 
interactions were very much appreciated and helped us to ensure the best for your children. 

° To our Challenge Adviser, Mark Austin, who has both supported and challenged us over the 
year in terms of pupil outcomes and staff performance. His sterling advice has helped us to 
move on in a positive way. 

° To all our volunteers who have made such a difference to school life; you are very valued and 
greatly appreciated. We look forward to welcoming you back. 

° To the wonderful staff who have worked very hard to ensure that all of your children receive the 
very best possible education, and who put in long hours both at home and school. 

° To all of our children whose enjoyment in all they do is very evident. 
Diolch pawb; we’re very grateful! 

 

It was lovely to be able to host this event at last. Our ‘coffee to 
go’ was a great success and very well supported by you all. The 
contributions of cakes and biscuits was tremendous – as ever. 

We raised a grand total of £150 for this very worth charity. We 
remembered Mrs Williams, one of our late dedicated teachers, 

whose birthday would have fallen on the day of the coffee 
morning. It seemed a fitting tribute to put our energy into raising 

money for the charity who were so supportive to her and her 
family during her illness.  

This has been a tremendous 
success this term and we thank 

all of our parents who have 
attended. This has been a 

project that we as a school have 
been wanting to complete for 

some time now and we have been 
delighted with the response. Not 

only does it engage and upskill 
parents and their children, but it 

provides the school with some 
much-needed resources, such as 
the new classroom name signs 
and the planned mosaic at the 

front to the school. 
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ALN REFORM 
As a school we are embracing the changes that are being made to how we support pupils with additional 

learning needs. Children, their parents/carers and young people will be supported to understand and 
participate in the decisions which are taken that affect them, provided with appropriate reassurance, and 
offered opportunities to raise concerns and have their questions answered. Individual development plans 

(IDPs) will replace the existing variety of statutory and non-statutory plans for learners of compulsory school 
age and below, as well as for those learners over compulsory school age in school or further education. This 
will ensure consistency and continuity, and that provision and rights are protected regardless of the severity 

or complexity of needs. If a child, their parents/carers or a young person is not happy with decisions that have 
been made about their ALN or IDP by a school, they may request that a local authority reviews or reconsiders 
it. We will continue to support you and share with you the interventions that your child is receiving in school 
to support their learning and social development. Mrs Howell is our Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator, 

ably assisted by Mrs Baker. They have both received extensive training and are euipped to answer your 
questions. 

 

CCGL Project: 
Dosbarth Ramsey and Dosbarth Dolffins will be taking part in the Connecting Classrooms through Global 
Learning Project where they will learn about the Sustainable Development Goals and work closely with a 
cluster of schools in Zanzibar. Through this project our children will be able to research their country’s 
dependency on the sea and debate blue economy issues. They will be able to discuss overfishing as a threat to 
local livelihoods and create community awareness of these issues. The children will develop an understanding 
of the importance of the coastal and marine eco-systems in relation to sustainability and climate change, and 
discover their connections to the sea as a provider of food, jobs and other exciting opportunities. This project is 
a wonderful opportunity for our children to become ethical informed citizens and make meaningful 
connections to our local areas and other areas around the world. The children’s focus for their project is 
Conservation of Marine and Coastal Environments. 
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Virtues 

Learners in St Francis are growing to be: 

Grateful for their own gifts, for the gift of other 
people, and for the blessings of each day; 
and generous with their gifts, becoming men and 
women for others. 

Attentive to their experience and to their vocation; 
and discerning about the choices they make and the 
effects of those choices. 

Compassionate towards others, near and far, 
especially the less fortunate; and loving by their just 
actions and forgiving words. 

Faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the future. 

Eloquent and truthful in what they say of themselves, 
the relations between people, and the world. 

Learned, finding God in all things; and wise in the 
ways they use their learning for the common good. 

Curious about everything; and active in their 
engagement with the world, changing what they can 
for the better. 

Intentional in the way they live and use the resources 
of the earth, guided by conscience; and prophetic in 
the example they set to others. 

Please see the attached timetable for the deliver of 

Please see below the timetable for delivery 
of the virtues over the coming year: 

 
 

 

Our Virtues – The Catholic Pupil Profile 
The delivery of the half-termly pairs of virtues are really beginning to impact positively on our 
pupils. The virtues are interwoven into all that the pupil do and they are able to articulate them 
very well. Former Pope Benedict XVI once asked 'What are the qualities you see in others that 
you would most like to have yourselves? What kind of person would you like to be?' The answer 
at St Francis School is that we all want to be the best person we can possibly be, inspired and led 
by the gospel values Jesus taught us. To help us achieve this we follow the Catholic Pupil Profile; 
known in school as 'The Virtues'. These are influenced by St Ignatius who believed education to 
be a time for learning and a time for formation in learning to live a good life - living and learning a 
good life with Christ. The virtues and how they help us to grow into the person we want to be are 
explained below. 


