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Weekly Newsletter 

Friday 17th December 2021 

We would like to wish all of 
our families a very happy and 
holy Christmas and a healthy 

and prosperous new year. 
Thank you all so much for 

supporting the school during 
the past difficult twelve 

months. We sincerely hope 
that we can continue with 
our face-to-face learning 

from the new year and help 
every child reach their full 
potential. Many thanks to 
everyone who supported 

yesterday’s carol singing. The 
attached link will take you to 

this year’s Christmas 
production 

https://www.j2e.com/st-
francis-catholic-primary-

school1/LisaG/1080p-6.MOV/ 
 

Thank you to all of the pupils 
and staff for their 

contributions to this - we 
hope that you enjoy it! 

We sent four lovely hampers 
to PATCH this morning – 

thank you so much for your 
generous contributions. The 

fifth hamper was taken to our 
friends in Canterbury House. 

  … 
… this week to  

Tyler-Jay – 5 oed 
Lena – 6 oed 
Everli – 7 oed (Christmas 
day!) 
Zain – 11 oed 
Jude – 11 oed 
Mrs Roberts – don’t ask!! 
 

Staggered starts and finishes from January. 

Class am – drop-off pm – collection  Friday - pm 

Dosbarth Seren Y Mor 8.50am 3.15pm 1pm 

Dosbarth Dolffin 9am 3.25pm 12.55pm 

Dosbarth Palod (Puffins) 8.40am 3.05pm 12.50pm 

Dosbarth Skomer 8.35am 3.10pm 12.50pm 

Dosbarth Ramsey 8.45am 3.20pm 1pm 

Staffing 
Today we say farewell to Mrs Bowen who is starting a twelve-month sabbatical. We 
thank her for her contributions to the smooth running of our school and her 
commitment to the children’s learning. We look forward to welcoming her back in 
January 2023. Congratulations to Miss Gallagher who has now been appointed as 
the school’s new deputy headteacher. I look forward to working closely with Miss 
Gallagher to continue improving our provision for your children. We welcome two 
new Learning support Assistants – Mrs Dawn Brown and Mrs Shami Samarasekara 
Peramuna. I hope that they enjoy supporting the children in their learning. We are 
delighted to welcome them to our team. We have also said goodbye to Miss Phillips 
who is moving on to a new job in St Oswald’s school; we wish her all the very best 
and thank her for what she has done for our pupils. We will be welcoming Mr 
Owain Roach to the staff in January to work in all classes whilst teachers are 
released for planning time. Mr Lamb will continue to deliver Wednesday afternoon 
PE sessions and take KS2 after-school football club. There will be no after-school 
clubs until the week commencing January 10th. I would like to thank all of the staff 
for their hard work, dedication and professionalism over the past year. It has not 
been an easy time and they have managed things they haven’t been trained for 
with enthusiasm and good humour. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Reminders 
We are now scheduled to return to school on Thursday 6th January. As I am 
sure you have seen on the news, the First Minister has announced that 
schools will have a couple of days to prepare for potential online learning 
on Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th January. We hope that this will not 
indicate the start of another lockdown, but we need to be prepared for all 
eventualities. We will keep you informed of further updates via Twitter and 
website posts. Should a lockdown happen, we will continue to offer school-
based learning for the pupils of key workers. Staggered starts will be in 
operation once we return, please see the table below for your child’s class 
start and finish times. As the Omicron variant is very easily transmitted - 
both inside and outside – we are asking for your co-operation in wearing 
masks and following the one-way systems when on the school site. This will 
help us to keep your children safe from the virus and prevent school 
closure. Please see the attached letter overleaf from the Director of 
Education for Pembrokeshire, Mr Richards-Downes. 
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Dear Parents and Carers,  
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation over the course of 
this year in supporting your children and our schools in what can only be 
described as challenging circumstances. You may already be aware through 
the press and other media sources that the Education Minister has written 
to Education Directors and school leaders regarding the start of the spring 
term 2022 and the challenges we may face as result of the Omicron variant 
of COVID19.  
We all want to keep your children safe and provide continuity of learning 
for all our learners that is why we have made no changes to the end of term 
arrangements in our schools with a number of our schools continuing their 
term into next week.  
The spring term will bring a new set of challenges for all schools as the 
Minister for Education has asked schools across Wales to return to the very 
high-risk level in the local decision making framework.  
As a result of that decision all schools have been provided with two 
planning days at the start of next term. In some cases, schools had already 
planned INSET days at the start of next term and may be unable to change 
those arrangements. Schools will be able to provide you with a revised 
return to school date via their usual communication channels by the end of 
school today.   
  Schools are being asked to implement from January higher levels of mitigation 

similar to those as we exited from lockdown. This means that we will return to:  

• contact groups from January  

• schools may re-introduce staggered starts and finishes; and  

• changes to timetables in order ensure that they can keep learners safe.   

Learner wellbeing and support will be part of our key priorities as well as 
keeping learning going.  On the two planning days, schools will test their 
distance learning systems should a return to these be required next term as 
result of the ongoing concerns regarding COVID19. We hope that these will 



 

 

not be needed in the weeks ahead but we will need to wait and see in the 
spring term if these are required.  
We are committing to supporting our schools and school leaders in 
minimising the impact on learners’ education.  
Those families who are eligible for free school meals will receive payments 
for the 4th and 5th of January to support them as school kitchens will not 
be operating on these dates.  
Face coverings will continue to be required by secondary aged learners in 
all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be 
maintained.  
Staff and learners of secondary age and above are urged to continue 
regular Lateral Flow Testing - the strong advice is to test three times in the 
week before returning to school and to then continue testing regularly 
three times a week after the start of term.  
Yours sincerely  

  

  

Steven Richards-Downes  

Director of Education  
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